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RODINA: MOTHERLAND

SIMON ROBERTS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR POSSIBLY THE MOST GROUNDBREAKING PHOTOGRAPHIC
28 ACCOUNT OF MODERN RUSSIA TO DATE. HIS BOOK, ‘RODINA:MOTHERLAND?’, HAS JUST BEEN RELEASED
§ BY THAMES&HUDSON IN THE UK. VW CAUGHT UP WITH THE MAN BEHIND THE CAMERA MID-WAY THROUGH
HIS PROMOTIONAL TOUR.
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SR: My wife studied Russian at university and
| visited her while she was living there back in
1994 but neither of us had been back since. We
both thought it would be an interesting time to
return as we approach the 15" anniversary of
the fall of communism.

SR: Well | felt a lot had been done on Russia
but most had been looking at the themes of
disintegration and decay, which obviously was
areality for many years, but | believed there was
something new to be said. If you ask people
in the UK now what Russia means to them,
the same old stereotypes are re-hashed: rich
Russians in Moscow, beautiful St.Peterburg,
the mythical trans-Siberian railway and that’s
about it. Siberia is this huge chunk of the
country that nobody knows anything about
for example. | wanted to discover a new part
of Russia and portray it in a passive, almost
anthropological way through my photos.
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SR: Russia certainly isn't doing itself many
favours | agree. My own efforts at getting some
support for this project from the Russian tourist
office here in London proved utterly fruitless for
example. PR in general is not something the
Russian government seems to be that keen
on.

SR: Absolutely. My wife and | moved to
Moscow back in July 2004 and took a year out
from other work. Once we had the visas sorted
out, we then flew to Magadan in the far east
and spent the next 11 months travelling across
the country. Although | still had to check in to
Moscow every 3 months to get a new visa!

SR: Actually it wasn’t that bad as | didn’t want
to carry 500 rolls of film with me everywhere
anyway, so | would go back to Moscow,
produce my films and then set off again. It was
also a good opportunity to switch wardrobes,
carrying winter gear in Russia is a serious
business but those arctic jackets are the last
thing you want to be lugging around during a
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business but those arctic jackets are the last
thing you want to be lugging around during a
Russian summer!

SR: Definitely. The first 3 months were
basically far east Russia as we wanted to
be there before the snow came, but we did
northern Siberia in winter and the Volga region
in the summer. Having said that, while we did
plan half of the trip, we also left half of it up to
spontaneity.

SR: It was improvised to the extent that I'd see
someone walking down the road and go over
and ask permission to take a shot. In terms of
the landscapes, they were all taken on a tripod
obviously, and there was no disguising that.
But to be honest, an awful lot of people were
so interested in what we were up to, we were
never far away from the next conversation. |
don’t think I'd have gone under cover even if
| could!




CAVIMOH POBEPTC

- ABTOP HETPAAVLMOHHbBIX
®OTOPEMOPTAXEN O POCCUW. EFO
MPOEKT «POAVHA» NLLb HEAABHO

BbILLEJ B CBET B BEJIMKOBPUTAHWUIA.

VV PELLINIT NMOBECEAQOBATb C 3TUM
HEOPOMHAPHbBIM ®OTOIPA®OM.
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VV: CanMoH, 4TO Bac npuenekaeT B Poccuu
Kak GputaHua?

CP: Mos »eHa u3yyana pyCCKUiA A3biK B
Poccuu, v HadmHaa ¢ 1994 ropa s perynspHo
e3omn K Hei. [lo-HacTosweMy Mbl Tak
HUKOrAa 1 He BEPHYUCL Ha3ag,. Mbl pewunnu,
yTo 6yneT WHTEPecHO BHOBb OKa3aTbCs B
Poccuu B NSTHaALATYIO rOAOBLUMHY NafeHnst
KOMMYHUCTUYECKOrO pexuma.

VV: W kakoBbl BalW BrevyaTneHns Kak
doTorpada?

CP: 4 3Han, 4TO 4O MeEHs cyllecTBOBau
cepun ¢oTopenopTaxen o Poccun, Ho
WX OCHOBHOW Lenbio 6blNo  nokasaTtb
COCTOSIHME paspyxv W MOMHOro ynagka.
KoHeyYHO, Ha MPOTSXKEHUM MHOTMX NET Tak
OHO W 6bIN0, HO ceryac MOSBUINCL HOBbIE
TeMbl Ans ocselweHuns. [ns GonbliMHCTBA
BpuTaHueB Poccua cyuiectsyeT B BUAE
CTapbiX CTepeoTWnoB: GoraTble MOCKBUYMU,
kpacota CankT-lleTepbypra, nereHpapHas
TpaHcenbupckas MarucTpans 1 ewe Cnbupb
- OrpPOMHasi YacTb CTPaHbl, O KOTOPOW Mbl

3HaeM He O4YeHb MHOoro. MHe xoTenochb B
csounx GoTorpadumax nokasatb HEM3IBECTHYIO
Poccuto.

VV: Ho He kaxeTcs nu BaM, 4YTO Takoe
NPUMUTUBHOE nMpeacTaBneHne o Poccuum
y WVHOCTpaHueB cdopMMpoBanocb u3-3a
HeLOCTaTO4YHOW 3anHTEPECOBAHHOCTH CaMoM
CTpaHbl B NPEACTaBNEHUN CBOEW KYNbTYPbl
3a py6exom?

CP: CornaceH, Poccusi He cnvwkoM o cebe
3assnset. K npumepy, Mou COGCTBEHHbIE
MOMbITKA ~ 3apy4MTbCS  MOALAEPXKKOM Yy
Poccuiickoro KoMUTETa MO TypuU3My 34€eCh, B
JloHpoHe, He yBeHYanucb 0COBbLIM YCMEXOM.
Moxoxe, pycckue B LENOM He npugaoT
60NbLIOro 3Ha4YeHUs nNuapy.

VV: W Bce Xe KHUra y Bac nosy4unacb
npesocxogHon. Kak BaM 3710 yaanocs? Beab
Ha CO3[aHue Takoro rpaHAMO3HOro NPoeKTa
SIBHO NOTPeboBanoch ropasgo 6osblie, Yem
HECKOJbKO Heaens...

CP: W 3pgecb Bbi npaBbl. Mbl C XeHoW
BepHynuch B Mockay B utone 2004 roaa, Ha
Uenbili rof, NONHOCTbLIO NOCBSATUB ceba NULlb
3TOM paboTe. Ynaaue BU30Bble BOMPOCHI,
Mbl BblneTenu B MaragaH v nocnegytwouume
OAVHHAALUATb MecsueB nyTewecTBOBaNM
no ctpaHe. U kaxpible Tpu Mecsua MHe
NPUXoAMNOCH BO3BpaLlaTbcs B MockBy ans
npoAaneHuns susbi!

VV: Xo4eTcs BepuTb, YTO 3TO HE CAMLLKOM
MCMOPTUNO BaM nyTelecTene?

CP: Ha camoM gene 3710 6b110 faxe yao6HO.
MHe B nto6oM cny4yae He 0CoBO XOTenochb
TackaTb C cobol NATbCOT  PYJSIOHOB
doTonneHkn, Tak 4To A e3aun B Mockay,
NPOSBAAN NAEHKU W BO3BPALLANICS Ha3ag,

VV: Ucxopsa n3 4ero Bbl NaHMpoBanu CBOW
MapwpyT? Bbian nn NorofHble YCnoBus
pewawlwmm ¢GakTopoM B paene BbiGopa
MecTa 1 BpeMeHu?

CP: WUMeHHOo Tak. lMepBble Tpu Mecsaua, 4o
nepBoro cHera, Mbl Npo6binu Ha [danbHeM
BocToke. Ho 3uMy Mbl NnpoBenu Ha cesepe
Cnbupun, a neTo - B BOJDKCKOM PErMUOHE.
BepHee 6b10 Bbl CKasaTb, 4TO MapLpyT
Mbl CNI@aHUPOBANM HanoNOBUHY: BO MHOTOM
OH SBWJICA PE3YyNbTaTOM Clly4anHOCTEN W
CMOHTaHHbIX PELLUEHUM.

VV: A camu GOTOCHUMKM? Bbliv  OHU
MMNpOBU3aLVen UK BCE KOMMO3ULIMA Bbl
3apaHee crnnaHvposanu?

CP: bBbinM HesannaHUpOBaHHblE Kampbl,
KOorga s MOAXOooun K NIOASM Ha ynuue u
npocunpaspelueHuamuxcpotorpaduposaTb.
Men3axkHble 3apuCOBKM nenanucb
CO WTaTMBOM, BMOJIHE OTKPbITO. Ho,
YeCTHO rOBOPS, OrPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO
NoAen NposBASAM  MHTEpPeC K  Halewn
LEeSTEeNbHOCTU, TaK YTO Mbl HE UCTbITbIBANU
HepocTaTka B o6uweHun. U g He cTan Obl
CHMMaTb CKPbITON Kamepow, paxe 6yab y
MEH$ Takas BO3MOXHOCTb.



