~ The Art of

Survival

By Brian Droitcour

A state-owned center
that has become a hub
for cutting-edge art turns 15.

Off the Beaten

g By Marina Kameney
§ Simon Roberts took a
i slow tour of Russia,
training his lens on the locals he
met on the way. His travel
photographs are published in a
new book.

w"ﬁ" Deep and

i Meaningful

By Marina Kameney

A new guidebook to
the Moscow metro
suggests routes for underground
beginners and zooms in on
decorative detail for the system's
aficionados.

W East is West

31#& £ 257 By Hugh Barnes

et A Russian architects

el AL looked toward Europe

4. ===l centuries before Peter
Icame along, a book

by Dmitry Shvidkovsky shows.

iz Faces of

e .. -
VA 'ﬂr'-\.

AR By Ross Kenneth Urken
el A retrospective
displays Sergei
Borisov's photographs.

Wanted

By Kevin O'Flynn

A person not wearing
the medal has an aura
= the color of mustard

svetlitsa.r

el

Salon

§ By Victor Sonkin
Readers and critics
endlessly discuss
Russian writers'
religious views and
affiliations.

U In the Spotlight
,_1 [ By Anna Malpas
i '.’5- Alla Pugachyova, the
L.-‘-r{?i. gueen of Russian pop,
L made $3.5 million,
putting her at 14th

place.

Calendar of
Events

Concerts Opera Dance Theater
Gigs Exhibits

amazon.conr

T ¢ and you're done.

The Cokd War
Mew 510.881
Best §7.751

Micholas and
f‘ Alexandra

Mew 512,801
Bast 7 .26
Slalin’s Ghost
Mew 517.701
Best $13.4101
Soy

Meaw £11.161
Best 5 501

King, Kaiser, Tsar

New $17.701
Best £14.131

The Long Walk

Mew 511.53!

BONTEXT

in focus

Off the Beaten Track

Simon Roberts took a slow tour
of Russia, training his lens on
the locals he met on the way.
His travel photographs are
published in a new book.
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Traveling in Russian winter is difficult at the best of times, but for British photographer Simon Roberts,
who was compiling his book, "Motherland,” it was that extra bit challenging.

“No one is out in winter; it's impossible to meet people, so taking portraits was really difficult, and
getting my camera to do what | wanted it to do at minus 40 degrees Celsius, was close to impossible,”
he said in a recent telephone interview.

The photographer became fascinated by Russia while studying Human Geography at the University
of Sheffield. In 2004, he and his wife traveled for a year, covering a distance of over 75,000
kilometers, to capture the vastness of the country for the book of photographs, which came out earlier
this year.

Choosing the photographs to go into the book, was another lengthy process: Roberts took over 5,000
frames, which he then had to narrow down to 150. "Coming from an anthropological background, it
was critical that | had very different types of people in there,” Roberts said. "The rest will eventually be
published and, hopefully, be used as a historical archive.”

One of the photographers methods for
finding a wide range of subjects was
arranging home-stays as he traveled. In
Omsk, he stayed with a family whose
daughter was taking part in a ballroom
dancing competition. Roberts went along,
and his picture of one of the couples
appears in the book: The girl with bright
blue eyeshadow and red lipstick stares
regally, while her partner looks slightly
afraid.
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Sometimes Roberts had to knock on doors
to find his subjects, "In January, in Port
Baikal, no one was walking around,” he
recalled. "It was midnight, we knocked on
the closest house to the railway station, and
Lyuba took us in."
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The photograph of Lyuba shows a typical Russian babushka. She sits in her kitchen with clashing
wallpaper, faux marble green cupboards, and a neon lemon-patterned table cloth, looking warily into
the lens. The interior is familiar to anyone who has traveled in Russia, and like many of Roberts'
images, it captures a small universality across a huge distance.

Some outdoor scenes border on the mundane, but
Roberts spotted something unusual in them. The giant
bust of Lenin in Wan-Ude's central square is shown
from behind, a sprinkle of snow giving the Bolshevik
leader a toupee. A photograph of Soviet apartment
blocks — identically shaped but painted in varying
bright colors that stand out against the gray sky—
shows their reflections on the surface of a lake filled
with waste.

The photographs of nature are less depressing. One
shows a father and his son climbing outof a lake on
Kamchatka, after steaming themselves in their banya.
Roberts travelled with the family around the area for
five days.

In Murmansk, he was lucky enough to see the
northern lights; a photograph of a New Year's tree in
the middle of an empty square shows the stark isolation of the city in winter.

Roberts said that he didn't intend to take bleak photographs. "| wanted to show that there is beauty in
places that others might see as drab.” Nevertheless, he admitted that he avoided "chocolate-box®
views of the countny's prime tourist destinations. "You'll notice that there are no photos in there from
the Golden Ring.”

Apart from a photo of a poster on Red Square, the photographs of Moscow could have been taken in
any of Russia’s major cities: an elderly woman at the window of a tram, teenagers working at
McDonald's, and an old man sitting on a bench in front of an uninspiring block of luxury apartments.
Roberts struggled to say anything positive about Moscow, which was his final destination. "A capital
city is always very different to the rest of the country,” he sald, "And it's a lot nicer in summer”,

"Motherand” by Simon Robenrts is published by Chris Boot. It can be pre-ordered at the Anglia British

Bookshop, located at 6 Voromikovsky Pereulok. Tel 699-7766. The book’s web siteis
www.mothernandbook.com.
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