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SIMON ROBERTS:
MOTHERLAND

In 2004 Simon Roberts embarked on
a tour of Russia that would last a year,
beginning in the farthest eastern part
of the country and ending in Mos-
cow. On the way he booked more that
75,000 kmand crossed 11 time zones.In
his photo document of this journey,
Roberts makes a conscious effort to
present a more positive image of Rus-
sia than what is so often portrayed
by the media, in which decay and
chaos seem to dominate. Roberts was
instead struck by the optimism of the
Russian people, and especially by the
particular, mysterious love that nearly
all Russians feel for their motherland.
It's a love that goes further than patri-
otism, a deeply felt, almost spiritual
connection with the land that seems
to be characteristic of Russian cul-
ture. This connection, which touched
Roberts deeply, is reflected in the way he
photographed the Russian people. His
portraits emanate calmness; the people
seem firmly rooted in the ground. No
matter how unenviable these people’s
living conditions are, they seem to feel
athome in their surroundings. Portraits
of the local people alternate with im-
ages of the countryside or urban land-
scape and interiors, and extensive notes
are provided: Roberts has clearly taken
the time to record the personal stories
of the people he met.
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